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[Study Note]

Basic study on correlations among nursing skills: comparison of the selection of
nursing skills for liver cirrhosis between nurses and students

Keiko Shibata, Miki Fujita, Naoko Kouduma, Kumi Yoshioka'

Motoko Fujisaki®, Keiko Yonemura®

[Abstract]

The objective of the present study was to clarify the differences between nurses and students
in the selection of nursing skills for liver cirrhosis patients. This was done by analyzing the
diagrams of correlations among nursing skills drawn by nurses and students in terms of the
following three skill groups: three skill groups (feeding, toileting, and help with mobilization
activities) and the other ten skill groups. The three-skill group consisted of the necessary and
important nursing skills for liver cirrhosis patients, and diagrams were drawn to examine
correlations between this three-skill group and the other ten skill groups and among the three
nursing skill groups.

We analyzed a total of 60 diagrams drawn by 15 nurses and 15 students. Each participant
was asked to draw two diagrams. In the first, participants were asked to select from 81 nursing
skills for liver cirrhosis patients and draw a correlation diagram. In the second, each participant
was asked to select nursing skills by referring to a schema of the necessary treatment,
diagnosis, and nursing care of liver cirrhosis patients.

When compared to the students, the nurses chose more of the 81 nursing skills and
accurately correlated them to liver cirrhosis. There were more unidirectional nursing skills than
bidirectional nursing skills. The diagrams represented the differences between the nurses and
students and the characteristics of nursing skill selection. The selection of nursing skills
translates to the decision making process related to the necessary nursing care and behaviors
based on nursing experience. Both the nurses and students clearly correlated the typical nursing
skills to the nursing care of liver cirrhosis patients. While the students verified their initial
choices after referring to the schema, the nurses changed their selections after referring to the

schema, and the changes reflected high-priority nursing care.
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