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Study on Learning Effect of Group Works in Psychiatric Nursing

— toward fostering basic academic thinking and skills —
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[Abstract]

In the FY 2005 psychiatric nursing course for the 129 sophomores at “K” University,
problem-solving group works were employed from April through June 2005 under the theme
of “Life Cycle and Crisis”. This study aimed to elucidate the learning effects and the
challenges in fostering basic academic thinking and skills through the process of group works.
Examination of their learning process (creating a group research plan, formulating a research
report, data acquisition based on a portfolio, and public presentation in manner of academic
conference), contents of research reports, and the results of questionnaire survey concerning
the contents of learning and the learning effects shed light on the following effects and agenda
in terms of incubating the academic thinking and skills. As for the learning effects, writing
problem-solving research reports through group works facilitated students to understand the
academic thinking by following the sequence of the academic paper format (introduction,
research method, results, examination, conclusion, and reference), although their reports
tended to show somewhat shallow factor/background analysis of the issue. In addition, public
presentation in manner of academic conference with invited guests developed studentsAf
motivation for professionals and self-culture. At the same time, filing a portfolio allowed
students to raise their self-affirmation with the visible research archival record, and to file the
acquired data, which helped them evaluate themselves and acquire basic academic skills. As
for agenda, this study found the necessity of systematic teaching from the first year to foster
academic thinking. It also highlighted the need of a curriculum with grater latitude, which

eases the burden on students from extracurricular activities, to encourage deeper thinking.

Key words :  problem-solving group work, academic report, public presentation in manner
of academic conference, portfolio
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