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Study on Education and Use of Education Space for Children with Autism

— Recent Trend in Education and Space at Classrooms for the Emotionally Disturbed Children —
Eiji NISHIJIMA

Abstract
This paper aims 1) to survey the education for autistic children and the use of space for it to
confirm the verified trend based on the past studies, and 2) to analyze the result of the above
survey on classroom use to check the recent trend and changes including the extent of the
TEACCH program introduction. This nationwide survey on classes for emotionally disturbed
children conducted in July through August 2002 revealed once again that the TEACCH-based
education was most popular, and that the children with autism, LD, and/or ADHD accounted
for approximately three quarters of the surveyed classes. Use of the same survey items as
those conducted in 2000 enabled the cross tabulation comparison, which presented the same
trend as the last survey. Floor plans were collected in the survey this time, which suggested
sectionalizing classroom by furniture and fixtures and structuring the physical spaces by
movable/fixed partition to implement the structured learning based on the TEACCH program.
This survey demonstrated advancement in children-oriented education for pupils with
developmental disability (mainly autists), and progress in differentiating and structuring spaces

for such education.

Key words . autistic children, educational space, TEACCH program, structuring
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