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甘heMassMovementofEnv呈ど0宣ImentalPyoblems  
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Abst‡・aCt  

Therearetwodifferentformsofenvil・onmentmOVementintheThailand．  

1．Itistheenvironmentmovementcarriedoutbythepower（StateOrbureaucl¶aCy），and  

itistheenvironmentmovementcarriedoutbythecapital（1argeenterprise），  

2．Itistheenvironmentmovementcarriedoutbythegeneralpublic．  

Theenvironmentmovementcarriedoutbythisgeneralpublicwasorganizedtokeep  

theirlife．Because，theirlife suffered damageby the ail・pOllution，thenoise，the  

industrialwastethrowlngaWay，thechemicalwastethrowlngaWay，thedeforestation，  

andsooninThai1andinthe1970－s．T71isenvironmentmovementwassupportedbythe  

Studentmovementand the knowledge class，and NGO was founded．And this  

environmentmovementinThailandbecame thisrank．But，thepowerandcapital  

CarriedoutanenvironmentmovementsuchasBismarck－sl’candyandwhip‖torepress  

theenvironmentmovementcarriedoutbythegeneralpublic．  

KeywoFds：Environment，Pollution，mOVement，Protest，NGO  

Introducti（In   

Itwas senttoPrime MinisterofThai1and from  

theenvironmentalNGO・（InternationalRiver  

Network）．  

therislngWaterS，untilItheirdemandsaremet．  

TheDepartmentofEnergyDevelopment and  

Promotioniscurrentlyfillingthereservoirandthe  

waterlevelis atl16．8meters above sealevel．  

Alreadyfourhousesand80percentofthevillage’s  

rice fields and vegetable gardens have been  

fl00ded．Ifthelevelreaches117．5meters，the  

vi11agewillbeentirelysubmergedandpeoplewill  

dl・own．  

WearewritlngtOurgeyOutOdirecttheDEPDto  

immediatelystopfi11ingtheresel’VOlr，andtoglVe  

dueconsiderationtothepeoplelsdemands．The  

Villagers al・edemanding that the government  

reexamine theimpactsoftheproJeCt，drainthe  

reservoir，determinetheexactnumberofpeople  

October，1999  

TheHon．Mr．ChuanLeekpai  

PrimeMinisterofThailand  

DearMr－Chuan   

Wewrite toexpress oursuppol・tforthe1850  

PeOplecurrentlyfacingsubmergenceattheRasi  

Salaidam on the Mun Riverin NorLth－Eastern  

Thailand．Thesepeopleintend tostayin their  

Village，MaeMunManYuenVillage＃2，andface  

＊KyushuUnivel．SityofNul．SlngandSocialWelfare  
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affectedby thedam，PayCOmPenSationtoall  

affectedpeoples，andcol・recttheenvironmental  

pl◆Oblemscausedbythedam．Ifthegovernment  

refuses to pay compensation，the villagers  

demandthatthedamberemoved．  

ThesepeOPlehavebeendemonstratingforover  

Six years，ye［the governmenthas refused to  

listen．OnApri1200fthisyear，mOrethan1000  

VillagersaffectedbyRasiSalaidamoccupiedthe  

damsite．Stillthegovernmentdidnotlisten．Now  

1850peOpleareprepal◆edtodieinordel◆togetthe  

attentionofthegovernment．They havelost  

everythingandtheyfeeltheyhavenothingmore  

tolose．  

RasiSalaihasbeenplaguedbyproblemsand  

deceit ever sinceit was first conceived．DEPD  

failed toreleaseanyinformationtothepublic  

prlOrtOCOnStruCtion，andstatedthattheywould  

Onlybuildasmallrubberweir4．5metershigh，  

notaconcretedam9metershigh．MorethanlOO  

Square kilometers wereinundated，yet nO  

Environmental Impact Assessment was 

COnducted，COntrary tOthe EnvironmentAct．  

Eventhoughthedamwascompletedin1994，and  

DEPDis curl◆ently fi‖ing the reservolr，the  

irrlgationsystemisnotoperational，SOthedamis  

effectivelyuseless．  

ThedamdestroyedthehleShwaterswamp払rest  

alongthebanksoftheMunRivel・andblockedthe  

mlgrationoffish・The◆1◆eservoirhasbeenplagued  

by saltnationproblemsbecauseitislocatedorl  

topofabigsaltdome．Morethan3000families  

havelost theirfarmland to thereservoir，and  

COmPenSationwaspaidforprlVatePrOPertyOnly，  

notforlostcustomarylandrights．Afteralong  

StruggleGeneralChawalit－sgovemmentpaid  

COmPenSationtol154families，yetmOl・ethan  

1800familiesremainuncompensated．  

Pleaseactnowtoprotectthelivesofthesepeople  

andrespecttheirdemands・Thankyouforyour  

COnSiderationoftheseimportantmatters．  

Yourssincerely   

ThisletterissenttosupporttheinhabitantsoftheRasiSalaivalleywhohavebeen  

fightingfortheirlivelihoodandtheirlives・Thesepeoplehavebeendemonstratingfor  

OVerSixyears，yetthegovernmenthasrefusedtolisten・Mol・ethanlOOOvillagers  

affbctedbytheRasiSalaidamoccupiedthedamsite，butstillthegovernmentdidnot  

listen・Now1850peoplearepreparedtodieinordertogetthegovernmentIsattention・  

Theyhavelosteverythingandfeeltheyhavenothingtolose・Eventhoughthedamwas  

COmpletedin1994，andDEDP（DepartmentofEnergyDevelopmentandPromotion）is  

CurrentlyfillingthereservOir，theirrlgationsystemisnotoperational，SOthedamis  

effectivelyuseless・Itisavel・ySimilarsituationtothecrisisoftheKawabe－gaWadamin  

Japan・Whyhasthewell－beingoflocalpeOPlebeenlgnOredbythegovernmentand  

theirblinkeredfocusontheeconomyespecia11ywhenthisfocushasbeensoutterly  

mlSguided？Becausetherearepl・Oblemsoftheeconomicstructureinthecapltalist  

SOCietyltSelf・Thebirthandgrowthofthisnewenvironmentalprotestmovementin  

Thailandisdiscussedinthispaper．Ihaveusedthe”EnvironmentalProbleminthe  

NorthofThailand－RoleandFunctionoftheRoyalProjecト‖，theofficialviewofthe  

ThaiGovernmerltandcontrasteditwithextensiveresearchIcarriedou［inThailandin   

2000－2002  
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PrOVincialhallinNakhonPathomProvince，  

WheretheycalledongovernmentOfficialstostop  

thefactoryfromdischarglnguntreatedwaterinto  

theriver，Whichwaspo11utlngthewaterneeded  

for theirfarms and household use．Contaminated  

waterhadflooded the whole area，killingfruit  

treesandcauslngPeOpletobecomeill．Whenthe  

situationremainedunchanged，400farmerSl◆allied  

in front ofthe factory seven monthslater，  

resultinglnaCOnfl．Ontation．  

DespiteThailand－srapideconomicdevelopment，  

themajOrltyOfThaisliveinruralareasandtheir  

livelihood depends on the rural resource 

economy・Ovel・thepasttwodecades，theyhave  

been drawninto politicalconflict over the  

environmentbythemountlngpreSSurethatso－  

Called‖resource－intensive●一developmentexertson  

the sourcesoftheirsusterlanCe．Forexample，  

since thelate1970s，Thailand has stlffel・ed  

considerablelossoffertilecroplandandforestas  

industrialists and developers haveturnedsuch  

landintoindustrialsites，reSOrtS，gOlfcourses，and  

condominiums．Thailandls forest areas have  

Shrunkby almosthalfsince1961，from53  

PerCentOfthetotallandareain1961toonly28  

percentin1988 2）  

In theNorth，logglngandencroachmentinto  

uplandforestshavemotivatedfarmel－S tOtake  

actiontoprotectthewatershedsthatfeedtheir  

fields．Farmers’protestsagalnSttimber－Cuttlngln  

morethantenprovincesintheNorthwereimportant  

COmPOnentSOftherislngenVironmentalistpl．eSSure  

thatresultedinthebannlngOfa11logglng nation－  

widein19893）  

IntheSouth，thelevelofdegradationasaresult  

ofdeforestationwasbroughttopublicattention  

bythetragicNovember1988mudslidean（1flood  

inwhichaheavyl・ainbrotlghtdownthousandsof  

EnvironlllentalprobleimS   

Thel、aPideconomicgrowthinThailandwas  

mainlydue totheexplosive developmentof  

manufacturingindustries，tOurism，and direct  

forelgninvestmentoverthepastfewdecades・  

However，the haphazard and opportunistic  

industrializationnotonly hasproduced many  

adversesocialandeconomiceffects，butalsohas  

had dramatic environmentalcosts，many Of  

whichareunforttInatelylrreVerSible．Accordingto  

ERTC，Thailand－senvironmentalproblems are  

VerySerious，includingallsortsofpollutionfrom  

industrialwastes，Widespread deforestation，  

depletionofminerall℃SOurCeS，and encroachment  

On nationalparks andwi1dlife．  

InBangkok，air，nOise，andwaterpollutionhave  

farexceededstandardacceptablelevels．Thereare  

atleasttwo millionvehicles moving around  

Bangkok，800，0000fwhich aremotorcycles・  

Theyemitdangel・OuSgaSeSaSWellassmokeand  

dustthatcontainlead andcarbon．In1989，SOme  

900，000people suffered from resplratOry  

illnesses．Doctol・S have also foundleadin the   

umbilicalcordsofnewbornbabies．   

Them叫OrSOul・CeOfdangerousenvironmental  

PrOblems stems from Thailand－s estimated  

lOO，000factories．Wastesdischargedfromthese  

factoriesin the form ofairpollutants，WaSte  

water，and chemicalwastedil・eCtlylnVade the  

bodiesofthepeople，takingtheirto11inboth  

shorトtermandlong－termeffects．Thai1and．srivers  

are contaminated with all kinds of filth and 

garbage，industrialwastes，Chemicals，Plastics，  

htlmanWaSte，arlddisease－COntaminatedgarbage  

from hospltals・The Bangkok Postl），fol・  

example，rePOrtedthattwohundredfarmersand  

residentslivlngnearadyefactorymarchedtothe  
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1egalandillegallogsfromtheforest，killing300  

Villagers and destl◆oylng anumbel、ofvillages  

OVernightinseveralprovinces4）・Thesittlationin  

theEasthas beenaggravatedsince1981by the  

promotionofthe EasternSeaboardindustrial  

ZOne．TheGulfofSiamisheavilycontaminated  

WithindustrlalwastefromI，647plantslocatedat  

theLaemChabangandMabTaphudareasinthe  

easternprovinceofRayong．Amongthem，494are  

Chemical－PrOducingplants，40arelargechemical  

users，and21areinthepetrochemicalindustry  

5）   

Inthe Northeast，illegalrocksaltminlnghas  

POllutedoneofthereglOnlsmaJOrrivers，theNam  

Siew（SiewRiver）．Rocksaltisusedintheexporト  

Oriented sodaash and glass－makingindustries．  

Extensiveminlnginthe1970sandthe1980shas  

resultedinrapidlanderosionanddestructionof  

theNamSiewandits aquaticlife．Theriveris  

nowtwiceassaltyasseawater．Thelivelihoodof  

300，000peoplein500villagesalongthebanksof  

theriverisbadlyaffected6〉・Fina11y，many  

forelgnCOmpanies seeThailand as apolluterls  

haven because ofalack ofenforcement ofanti－  

POllutionregulations．A goodillustrationis  

providedbythepracticeofdumplngtOnSOftoxic  

Chemicalwastes丘omfbrelgnCOuntriesatthePort  

Authorityarea；thiswentonforyears，untilthe  

WaSteeXPlodedaccidenta11yln19907）   

Similal・tO Other developlng COuntries，  

environmentaldegradationinThailandhasledto  

theemergenceofenvil◆Onmentalmovementsover  

the past three decades. In the 1970s and the 

1980s，therewas afairlyrobustenvironmental  

movementfrom below organized by thenon－  

governmentalorganizatiorlS（NGOs）toprotectthe  

livelihoodand welfal．eOfthelocalpopulations．  

Howevel・，bythe1990s，thethruStOfThailand－s  

environmentalmovement has shifted to a form   

that can be called anllenvironmentalmovement  

from above‖organized bybigbusinesses and  

State bureaucrats to addresslife－Style and  

‖cosmetic‖1SSueS．  

Origi耶  

AsQuigley（1996）pointsout，Priortothe1970s  

therewerevirhallynoenvironmentalorganizations  

inThailand．However，by the＞early1970there  

WaS aloose network of studenトOrganized  

ecologlCalclubs．Theseclubshadsomeinfluence  

inexpressing students’angerregardingthe  

environmentalpoliciesofthemilitarygovemmerlt  

of●Thanom．   

Thailand has beentlndermilitary rulesince  

1932．InThailsmilitary－dominatedsystem，COuPS  

d－etat（elevenbetween1962and1973）becamean  

institutionalizedmeansformilitary generalsto  

alternate in power while at the same time 

SuPPreSStheemergenceofcivilsociety8）・hthis  

respect，theecologlCalclubmadehistoryln1973  

When theyexposed ahunting scandalofthe  

militarygovernment．Followlngahelicoptercrash  

OnMayl，1973，itbecameclearthatgovemment  

OfficialshadbeenhuntinglnareStrictedreselVe  

atThungYaiNaresuanWildlifeSanctuaryln  

WeSternThailand．Students atRamkhamhaeng  

Urliversitypublishedasatil’icalaccountofthis  

incident，forwhich nineofthemwereexpelled．  

The scandalled to demands fora government  

investigation，1nCreaSedinterestinconservation  

amongyouthand thegeneralpublic，andtothe  

establishmentoftheRoyalForestryDepartment－s  

WildlifeConservationDivision9）．   

In addition，this scandalis cited as one ofthe  

Catalystsforthestudenト1edl◆ebellionin1973，h  

October1973，amal・Chof30，000studentsagalnSt  

¶158－   



TheJournalofKyushuUniversi【y ofNursingandSociatWelfareVol．5No．1Mar．2003  

themi1itarygovernmentsnarledBangkoktraffic  

fortwodays．Oppositionalforces tothemi1itary  

govel’nmentthenused thisopportunity topress  

for a new constitution，1eading to an”open  

POlitics’一periodbetween1973and1976－0）．   

Themostsustained environmenta11yoriented  

politicalbattle during thisperiod was the so－  

called TEMCO movement of1974～75．The  

SurglngStudentmovementatthistimesucceeded  

OnMarch14，1975inforcingthegovernmentto  

Withdraw extremely pl．Ofitable（andillegal）  

minlngCOnCeSSionsinsouthernThailandthathad  

been gfanted 

byafbwshareholdinghighgovernmentofficials  

to the Union Carbide－dominated Thailand   

ExplorationandMiningCorpol’ation（TEMCO）．  

ThiscampalgnepltOmizedtheuseofenvironmental  

issuebystudentstohighlightabusesofpowerby  

governmentofficialsandbuildpopularsupportll）   

As al・eSult of the success of the TEMCO  

movement，enVironmentalgroupsproliferated  

during thisopenpoliticsperiod．However，they  

Werethefocus ofthecrackdownfollowlng the  

1976coupthatretumedThailandtoauthoritarianism  

underPrimeMinisterThanin．Studentleadersfled   

to the forest，aSitcame to be associated with  

refugeforthedisafftctedandasourceofopposition  

totheauthoritarianreglme．Otherthantheforest，  

therewaslittlespaceforopenoppositiontothe  

militarygovernment，andstudentswerebarred  

fromactivisminruralal・eas（HirschandLohmann  

1989）．Althoughtheperiodof‖openpoliticsl－was  

brief，itslgnaledtheendoftheunchallengeable  

SuPremaCyOfthemilitary’srighttoru1eThailand．  

hasidentifiedthefollowlngfactorsforthegrowth  

Ofenvironmentalmovementsin the1980s．First，  

there was mountingevidence thatullbridled  

development was degrading theenvironment．  

Particularconcerns，1nCludingwaterpollution，  

deforestation，anddambuilding，begantoemerge  

inthe1980s．Thedegradationofnaturalresources，  

PreViouslyprotectedbytheirinaccessibility，had  

acceleratedrapidlyduringthelate1970sundel・  

Strictmilitaryrule．Thus，HirschandLohmann13）  

estimate that Thailand－s forests are being  

destroyed atanamazlngrateOfapproximately  

2，500square kilometers，Orl．6percent of  

remainlngfores［area，Peryear．   

Second，there was arapidexpansionofthe  

middleclassasaresultofeconomicdevelopment  

inThailand．Paribatra14）suggeststhatthesizeof  

the middle classinThailandhas grownfrom  

178，000in1960tol，800，000in1986．Themiddle－  

Classmembersweremostlyyoung（ages25－35），  

We11educated（bachelor’s degrees or the  

equivalent），eXPOSed toWestern culture，and  

employedin professionaland managerial  

OCCuPations．Members ofthe middle class，  

especiallyinBangkok，didnothavetolookfarto  

SeeamPleevidenceofenvironmentaldegradation．  

TheirconcernsaboutthedeterioratlngenVironment  

and theirdissatisfactionwith the statels failure to  

addresstheseproblemsmotivated middle－Class  

PrOfessionals toformNGOsinordertochange  

governmentpolicytowardtheenvironment．   

Third，themilitarygovernmentbegantoadopta  

more tolerantpolicy toward dissentafterthe  

COllapseofthecommunistinsurgencyinThailand  

in the early1980s．The military granted an  

amnesty policy thal encouraged many radical 

Students toreturn from theforests15）・Thus，Civil  

SOCiety organizations thatwereinterestedin  

カevelopment  

Justafbwyearsafterthe1976coup，enVirorunental  

movementsroseupinThailandagain．Quigley12）  
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influenclngPublicpolicyonenvironmentalissues  

foundanopenlng．Politicalactiviststended to  

focusonenvil◆onmentalissuesbecausetheyhad  

more room lo maneuver these issues than with 

democracylSStleS．Ontheotherhand，gOVernment  

Officialswhohadpl◆eviouslybeensuspICiousof  

environmentalol、ganizationsbegantopaythem  

SOme Credence．For example，the mass  

demonstrationsprotesting theproposed Nam  

Choan Damin Kanchanaburifrom1982to1984   

are considered to be the first events where  

political activists could publicly express 

themselvesaftel．the1976coup．   

Finally，Thaienvironmentalmovementswere  

helpedbytheglobalenvironmentalmovementsin  

the1980s．Globallinkagesprovided both an  

umbrella and some financial resources for 

Thailandlsnewenvironmentalorganizations to  

harness growing dissatisfaction with the  

government■s poorenvironmentalrecord．For  

example，theWildlifbFundinThailandreceived  

Slgnificantbackingfrom theWorldWildlife  

Fund，and theProjectfol．EcologlCalRecovery  

WaSeStablishedwithfundingnlOmGermany．   

ThefirstmaJOrenVironmentalissuethaterupted  

inthisperiodwastheproposedNamChoanDam  

on the Khwae YaiRiverin Kanchanaburi．In   

Hirsch and Lohmann－s16）account，aS the cabinet  

WaSCOnSidering whethertogoahead with the  

damin early1982，a StOrm Ofpl’OteSt al、oSe  

following acampalgn by studentsin thirteen  

universltyenVironmentalclubs．TheNamChoan  

DamprQJeCtWaS thenshelvedforseveralyears．  

WhentheThaicabinettriedtorevivetheproJeCt  

in the sprlngOf1986，anOtherwaveofprotest  

e11】Pted．Stt）dents，NGOs，univel．SltySCientists，and  

dozens of foreign environmental organizations 

JOined hands to cha11enge the government■s  

ministers，teChnocrats，militaryleaders，andbig  

COll）Orations．Rallies，mal℃hes，andconcertswere  

held，and posters were put up allover the  

PrOVincetodenouncetheproJeCt．Theprotests  

WereenergizedbytheparticIPationofaleading  

POPulal◆singer（Ad Cal、abao），areVered abbot  

（PhraBuddrladhasaBhikkuofSuarlMokeTemple  

OfSuratThani），and the ascetic governorof  

Bangkok（MajorGerleralChamlorlgSrimtlang）．  

FearlngthattheantiLdammovementmighttopple  

theeighトyear－OldgovernmentofPremTinsulanonda，  

POliticalpartiesinboththegovernmentcoalition  

andtheoppositionbegantocomeoutagalnStthe  

daminMarch1988，finallyleadingtotheshelving  

OfthedamproJeCt．   

AnothermaJOrenVironmentalprotestactivltyln  

thisperiodinvoIvedthepoliticsoftheplantlngOf  

thefast－grOWlngeuCalyptusforthewoodchips  

andpapeトPulpindustry．GrowthinJapanese  

WOOdchipsandpaperptllpledtotheeucalyptus  

boominThailandinthe1980sasaJapanese～Thai  

JOlntVenture，CalledThaiEucalyptusResources，  

PrOmOtedtheplantingof2，000squarekilometel’S  

Ofeucalyptus toproducechips forexport．The  

Thaistateenthusiastically supports．the tree  

Plantationcompaniesbecauseitcanbeseenas  

discharglngltSreSpOnSibility to”reforest the  

COuntry”after yeal・s Oflogglng．However，  

expansiveeucalyptusplantationshavefbwofthe  

characteristics ofnaturalforests and can reduce  

thewatertableanddamageneighboringcropsand  

Village agro－SyStemS，Villagerscomplain that  

eucalyptusallowslittleintercropplng；1tishseless  

fol◆fodder，damageslocalsoilandwaterl・eglmeS  

inwaysvillagersare sensitive to，and supplies  

littlefil’ewoOd tothecommunlty．Everyfiveor  

Six yeal・S，euCalyptusisharvestedjustlike any  

Otherexportcl．OP，1eavlngthegroundternporarily  
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POlitic之111yJLISt，こIndenvironmentallysustilinilble・  

Toenhと1nCepeOPlelscon［l．0lofthedevelopment  

dil・ectionilndtheil・nとl［ul・L111・eSOuI－CeSistheと1gendとI  

fol・theappl，OilChingcentury．122）  

1nAugust199O，SeLlbNakhasと1thien，illeading  

conservationist，tOOk his ownlife asとInilCt Of  

Pl・OteStinordel・tOSafegu之IrdThとIilandlsn；ltional  

Paltksandwildlifも1・eSerVeS・Thebudge＝川oc之Ited  

fol・the Hu之1y Kha Khaeng N之ItionalWildlife  

Sanctuary，forinstance，WaSOnebaht（US＄0．O4）  

Pel・50squal・ekilometel・s・Cleal・1y，thefootpa［110l  

Ofwi1dlifbconsel・Vationistsissimplynomatchin  

deten、ing thosewith mol◆e mOdel－n teChnology  

fe11ing tl・eeS．SeubNakhasathien’s tragicdeath  

l，こ1isedpublic LIWal・eneSSとIbouttheplightofthe  

nationalforestresel・Veandspun．edtheconservation  

movementtostepupltSCampヱIlgn23）・  

Bythe1990s，Oftheapproximately12，000NGOs  

in Thailand，SOme200are environmentally  

l・elated ol・ganizations．Ofthese environmental  

Ol・ganizations，the great maJOl・lty focus on  

impl，OVlngthelocalenvironment，Whilesome15  

to200f these address broadissues of national  

environmentalpolicy．The NGOs are ahighly  

divel・sifiedgl・OuP，anddiffergreatlylntermSOf  

ideology，StlてItegy，andol・ganizLttion・TheProject  

fol，EcologicalRecovery（PER）isoneofthemost  

successfulgrassl・00tS－Ol・iented NGOsin  

COnteStlnggOVemmentenVil，Onmentaldecisions．   

Quigley24）h乙ISPrOVidedalucid accountofthe  

socialorlglnS，the mission and progl．LLm，the  

Stl■ategy，andorgと1nizLltionofPER．Foundedin  

1985 by Witoon Permpongと1SCh；11、Oen，；l  

COmmunlty development LICtivist fl、Oml・L）rと11  

Kと1nChLln油ul・i，PERgrewoutofilnenVil－Onmentヱ11  

COと11ition formed dul，ing the pl－otests OVel’the  

PI■OPOSed  

construction of N之Im Choitn D之Im．rnlis coalition  

exposedtosoilel，OSion乙Indmudslide．Inilddition，  

aeucalyptus plantationl◆equil●eS uSe OflとInd  

Cul・rently undel・Cultivation and owned by the  

Vi11agers．Displacement fl－om suChlLlndis  

increasinglycommon．Pl・OteSting agalnSt the  

euc之11yptuscompaniessmall－SCalefarmel◆s，are  

Weatheringthecontemptofbul・eauCl・atS，Standing  

up to assassination thl◆eats，and al．llanglng  

meetlngSWithvillagersfl・OmOtherareas．They  

are holdingl・allies，SPeakingout at seminal■s，  

blockingroads，marChingongovel・nmentOffices，  

SlnglngSOngSCOmpOSedfortheoccfISion・Whel’e  

Other means failand they are wellenough  

Organized，they al．el■1pplng Out euCalyptus  

Seedlings，Chopplng down eucalyptus trees，  

StOpplngbulldozers，andbul・nlngnul◆seriesand  

equlpment・Manyvillagersal・eplantingfl・uit，  

rubber，and native forest trees to preempt ol’  

1・eplaceeucalyptus17）潮19）・20）  

In Febl・ual・y1990，at the Envil、onment90  

seminal・attended by morethan950particlpantS，  

an とIltel・nこItive development pliln tO the  

govel・nmentWaSprOPOSedlItstronglysuggesteda  

fairer measure ofeconomic distl・ibution and  

sustainablegrowthinsteadofthe tl・ickledown  

approach that has beenused thl†Oughout the  

previoussix economic plans（1963－1990）・lt  

StreSSed thatthegoalofeconomic development  

mustbe reconsidered，takinglntO aCCOunt the  

costs of naturz11l・eSOurCeS and the cost to the  

envil・Onment，inol，del，tOprOVideforabalanced  

andhumanesocialandeconomicdevelopment21）  

Thealtel・nativedevelopmentstl－ategyWaSful、thel◆  

spelled outin the People－s Plan fol，the2lst  

Centul・y（PP21）inthe‖1991People．s Fol、um・”  

PP21declal、eS thatllpl・OmO［ing；lltern之Itive  

developmentistosh；111e之11tel・na［ivedevelopment  

appl，OaChes，Whichiseconomic之111yself－t・eliant，  
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invoIved avarietyofsocialforces，including  

BuddhadnasaBhikkhu（one ofThailand－s most  

reveredmonks），graSSrOOtSNGOs，Students，rural  

residents，aSWellas sympatheticgovernmental  

of封cials．   

The missionofPERis tomobilizepeOPle to  

address specificenvironmentalproblems that  

affecttheirlivelihood．PERaimstoglVepeOPlea  

greater say in how the problems of the 

environment are addressed．Consequently，the  

PrlnCIPalactivitiesofPERinvoIvetrainlngOfand  

advocacyforlocalgroups．Theseactivitiesaimto  

PrOmOtelocalsolutions to environmental  

problems，SuChasempowellngCitizenstohavea  

rolein the selection ofdam sites．Thus，PER  

advocates an anti－bureaucratic，egalitarian  

ideology bornofoppositionto themainstream  

developmentpaththathasmarglnalizedtheless  

PrlVilegedsectorofsocietyanddonesomuchto  

damageThailandlsnaturalresources25）  

Initsadvocacywork，PERwillnothesitate to  

adoptaconfrontationalstrategyifneeded．Since  

itsinceptlOn，it has been highly visiblein  

COnteStlngSOmeOfThailand’smostwelトknown  

environmentalflashpolntS，SuChasdeforestation，  

logglng，and damcontroversies．Forexample，  

PERhascalledfortheshelvingofforesトaffectlng  

COmmerCiallyorientedprQ）eCtSSuChasresol・ts；1t  

SuggeStS thatunoccupied orunusedforests，  

Whetherdegraded ornot，be pro［ected from  

commercialplantations26）・Thus，PERhasglVen  

VOicetotheconcernsoflocalruralpeoplewho  

WerenOtPreViouslylnVOIvedwiththegovemment■s  

decisionson majol・hydroelectl，icdamproJeCtS  

andothel・Vitalenvironmentalissues．   

PERhas asmallpermanentstaffoftenand a  

modestanrlualbudgetofUS＄100，000，COnSisting  

Prlmarily ofgrants frominternationalagencies  

arldoverseasorganizations．PERwasfounded  

WithassistancefromtheGermangovemmentand  

hasreceived supportfromnumerous over－SeaS  

foundations suchasAshokaFellowshipandthe  

FordFoundation．  

Problemsofenvi王。Onment息1movement（NGOs）  

DespltethesuccessofPERandtheproliferation  

Ofotherenvironmentalorganizations，Quigley27）  

POlntSOutthatThailandlsenvironmentalNGOs  

face thefollowlngStruCturalconstraints．First，  

mostofthelocalNGOsarenotwellfinanced，and  

theyaredependentuponforeignfinanclng．For  

many environmentalorganization，eXternal  

SuPPOrtaVerageSbetween80and90perCentOf  

theil◆operatingbudgets．Bythe1990s，areduced  

leveloffunding from overseas donors has  

becomeamajOrCOnStraintontheiroperationsand  

led them tolook fornew funding sources，  

including those orlglnating from both the  

governmentandthebusinesssector28）．However，  

inordertoapplyforfundingfromthegovernment  

andthebusinesssector，theNGOshavetochange  

theirstrategyfromcon丘・Ontationtocooperation．  

Thus，DechaPremrudeelert，ChairpersonofNGO－  

CODIs NortheasternChapter，remarks，‖NGOs  

Willhave to experiment morein marketing，  

COmmunltybusinessandfund－raislngaCtivities．  

Thus，theyneedtoadapttheirperSOnality and  

attitudestowardpeopleinothersectors，SuChas  

themiddleclassandval、ioussocia11ycommitted  

groups whichinclude governmentofficers，  

businesspeOpleandconsumel・singeneralH29）  

Second，manylocalenvironmentalorganizations  

donothavelong－termStaffswhoareprofbssionally  

trained．Theydonotnetworkwellandtendtolive  

and die with theil・1eaders．Theirleaders，forthe  

mostpal◆t，areyOunganddonothaveexperience  
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ingovel－nmentOffices．Theyfocusonlocalissues  

andsingleevents andgenel・allylackastrateglC  

View．AsSrisawangPhuavongphaet，ChairperSOn  

OfNGO－COD，remarks，一●wehave to admitthat  

NGOsarenotgoodatmanagement．Theirwayof  

WOrkinghas notrequired them to be strictly  

Ol・ganized－130）．whenfundingbecameaserious  

Pl◆obleminthe1990s，1taffected thequalityof  

NGO staffas well．Phra（monk）PhasianWisalo  

explains，NGOS‖canltgoonpaylnghighel・and  

highersalarytotheirstaffwhoseexpectationsand  

fami1yneedswi11increaseallthetime．Butonce  

the organizations reach theirbudgetceiling，  

disappointed workers wouldleave forother  

better－Paylngjobs．Disruptionofworkresulted”  

31）  

Third，theNGOsarehighlydiversified．There  

are manydifferentkinds ofNGOs，with their  

COnCernS ranglng from environment，rural  

development，humanrights，indigenouspeople，  

and so on．Karunan 32）1aments that while the  

mushroomlngOfnumerous NGOsslgnifies the  

diversificationofNGO approaches andmethods  

Ofwork，一Iitalsoresultedinincreaslngfragmentation  

OfcommunltyWOrkandtheinevitablepolarization  

Ofconflictingorientationsindevelopmentwork‥  

．It has often been difficult for NGOs to come  

togetherand presentaviable and sustainable  

alternativetomainstreamdevelopmentprograms  

andparliamentarypoliticsinThaisociety．Thus，  

while strong community linkages and 

Organizationalnetworkcontinueto  

pl．eVailatlocalandprovinciallevels，ThaiNGOs  

Stil‖1aVealongwaytogointermsofdeveloplng  

effective cross－SeCtionalalliances and national   

network．  

Fourth，althoughenvironmentalorgarlizations  

have had some successin attl．aCting media  

attentionaroundspecificprq］eCtS，theystillhave  

underdeveloped media and public relations  

CapaClty．Thailand’selectronic media are still  

undergovernmentcontrol．Forexample，a1lofthe  

morethan300radiobroadcastbandsarecontl・01led  

bythemilitaryormilitary－relatedorganizations，  

and theyarelicensedonaone－yearCOntraCttO  

PrlVateOPeratOrS．Giventheseshortleases，Station  

OperatOrS are Wal◆y abouthaving theirleases  

renewed，SOtheyarequlteCircumspectinwhat  

they say about thegovernment．Infact，in the  

governmenトCOntrO11edmassmedia，enVironmental  

Organizationshavebeencriticizedasbeingagents  

OfforelgngOVel◆nments，aS trOuble makers who  

aroused thepublic tocreateproblems for the  

government，andasagentsimpedingThailand■s  

developmentalpl、oCeSS．AsDejPhoomkhacha，  

directorofThaiVolunteer Service，remarks，  

‖Time and agaln，graSSrOOtSpeOple and their  

allieshaveaskedforJuStice，prOPOSedalternatives，  

andeven organizedprotestrallies．Instead of  

renderingsympathyandcompassion，Thaisociety  

asawholetendstotreatthesepeopleastrouble－  

makingrebelsH33）   

Fina11y，enVironmentalorganizationsareunder  

Close supervisionby thegovernmentthrough  

licensing．Asidefl－Om the generalbureaucratic  

Obstaclestol・egistrationwithgovernment（suchas  

time－COnSuming，Cumbersome，andexpensive  

registl、ation procedures），enVironmental  

Organizationshavetogothroughcheckingbythe  

POlice，theculturalministry，andthetaxauthol・ities．  

GovernmentreglStrationis apoliticalmeans to  

keeptheenvironmentalorganizationsinconformlty  

With governmentalpolicies，SO they willnot  

become too rebellious．Given the number of the  

environmentalorganizationsandthebroadscope  

Oftheil◆activities，COupledwithsomeinternational  
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SuPpOl、t，itwasdifficultforthestate tosuppress  

the Thaienvironmentalmovements fl・om below  

COmpletely．Nevel、theless，glVentheconsiderable  

COnStraints－SuChasweakfinancialbase，lackof  

Ol、ganization，fragmentation，POOl・mass media  

image，andclosegovernmentSuPerVisionLfaced  

bytheNGOs，theThaistateandbigbusinesses  

grasped agoldenoppol◆tunlty tOaPprOPl・1ate the  

environmentalmovemen［sfromabove．  

envil－Onmentalmovementsthl†Oughfunding，neW  

environmentalpolicy，andmassmediasuppolt  

However，itisunlikelythatthebusinesssectol・  

andtheThaigovel◆nmentwillbeabletocontain  

the grassrootsenvironmentalmovements from  

belowfol●long，Despltethe”cosmetic一■initiatives  

of the business community to beautify the 

envil’Onment，anddesplte thegovel・nmentIsnew  

environmentalinitiatives，；lboveindicate that  

Thailandlsenvironmentalproblemswillgetworse  

inthenextcentul・y．  

Conclusion   

Thailand■senvil’Onmentalmovementsl・epreSenta  

Vel’y COmPlicated phenomenon because two  

different forms of envil・Onmentalism have   

intersectedwithoneanothel・Sincethe1980s．On  

theonehand，thel◆eisagrassrootsenvil・Onmental  

rnovement丘ombelow waged bytheruralpool，，  

Students，and NGOS agalnSt business and the  

Statelsdeforestation，damconstl▲uction，mining，  

andhigh－gl’OWthpolicy．Ra71ies，demonstrations，  

andconfllOntationsaresomeof血estrategleSuSed  

by thegrassl◆00tSenVil・Onmentalmovernents to  

protectthelivelihoodandwelfal■eofthepool・and  

indigenotlSPeOple．On【heothel・hand，thereisan  

environmentalmovement fl・Om aboveorganized  

by bigcol●POrations and govel・nmen［officialsin  

Ol◆del◆to pacify the protest activities ofthe  

environmentalgroups．  

Big business and state officials emphasize the 

impol、tance ofmaintaining the harmony of  

differentintel，eStS and theneed fol・cooperation．  

Theypromote”agreenlife－Style．1andtheuseof  

ecologlCallyfriendlyconsumerproductsamong  

the ThaicitizensとIS Wellas the adoptlOn Of  

technicalsolutions tocleanup Bangkok．In the  

1990s，itseems thatt）ig t）uSiness and the state  

have，SOfar，SuCCeSSfullycontainedthegl－assroOtS  
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