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Study on the Planning Educational Space for Autistic Children

Analysis on the Special Classroom for Emotionally Handicapped Children and the Structured Classroom

Eij NISHIJIMA

Abstract

I describe the background of the study. Uniil now many architectural planning of classroom for hand-
icapped children were reported, but most of them were for mentally retarded children’s classrooms. Study
on the architectural planning for emotionally handicapped children has rarely reported yet.

I pursued the survey of recent emotionally handicapped children’s class education and space in March
2000. There are various education methods now, so fixed partitions or movable partitions are used for zon-
ing, it becomes clear that classroom space is separated. Compared to the survey of 20 years ago, TEACCH
program has been spread now as an educational method. In those days the program was unknown. An in-
dividual study room sometimes needs a partition. Because an autistic child can feel easy in a room with
a partition.

I describe the importance of space planning which included structuring. In a classroom most of the chil-
dren may be autistic children. But there are psychogenic socially disadaptable handicapped children or de-
velopmental disability children caused by brain damage such as learning disability children. Space plan-
ning should be considered to each handicap characteristic. Especially autistic children have the problem

of space perception, so visual sign planning (way finding) is needed to help understanding.

Key word: Structured Classroom (#@&{L#=E) , Autistic Children (HEFE!R) , Emotionally Handicapped
Children (15# M E ) , Planning Educational Space (#H % M3t ), TEACCH Program
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