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[Abstract]

This study clarified the bioethics guidance provided by nurses with 3 years or more of
post-graduate nursing experience to junior nurses, including new nurses. In addition, it is
intended to serve as reference material for structuring bioethics education in nurse
training. A questionnaire survey was conducted, and 85 completed questionnaires were
collected, for a response rate of 57.8%. Seventy-four (87.0%) of the respondents were women
and 11 (12.9%) were men. The descriptive responses were coded, and categories were
established based on similar content. As a result, 54 descriptive responses were analyzed,
and 146 codes were created. The content was categorized by similarity, with codes created
for 28 subcategories and 6 major categories based on the subcategories.

The 6 major categories were as follows: respect for the patient's self-determination, life and
death, circumstances of the patient and his/her family, practical nursing care, the nurse’s
attitude, and bioethics. The types of nursing experience necessary to provide bioethics
guidance were encompassed by the following major categories: circumstances of the patient
and his/her family, practical nursing care, and the nurse's attitude. Preceptors emphasized
the individuality of patients and an appropriate understanding of that individuality. They
also tried to provide new and junior nurses with guidance on ethical attitudes. Moreover,
the nurses provided guidance that combined the aspects of bioethics that should be
emphasized when practicing individualized practical nursing care. Reconsidering the
bioethics guidance they receive enables new and junior nurses to engage in subjective
reexamination and reflect on practical nursing care, which may help them establish

themselves as nurses.

Keywords: Bioethics, ethical attitudes, preceptors, new nurses
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