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A Study of the Influence of Adam Smith on the Educational Thought of A. B. Alcott:
The Acceptance and Development of the Theory of “Moral Sentiments”
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[Abstract]
This article concerns educator Bronson Alcott in his aspect as a pioneer of progressive education in America.
Alcott emphasized the importance of moral education in his educational practice, and he respected the moral
judgment of the conscience of children. His view of the child included his great trust in the moral possibility of the
individual. On the other hand, Alcott accepted the existence of “the common conscience” as a form of conformity
limiting personal moral judgment in a group. This concept of “common conscience” is a key concept in his
theories of moral education and school management, as well as his other ideas from the 1820s and 1830s. The
“approval” of “sympathy” that is a key term in Alcott’ s concept of “common conscience” is shared with the
Scottish school of moral philosophy, especially that of Adam Smith, in the 18th century. This article studies the
influence of Adam Smith’ s theory of “moral sentiments” on Alcott’ s concept of the “common conscience,” and
aims to connect the educational thought of Alcott with the history of European thought in the 18th and 19th

centuries.
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