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The Development of Policies for Persons with Disabilities

Nangu Kim

[Abstract]

The historical development of policies for people with disabilities runs parallel to the trends of social welfare. In fact, the
development of social welfare in Japan may be clearly distinguished into two periods that evince clear tendencies: before and
after the Second World War. After providing an overview of the pre-war circumstances pertaining to welfare policies for people
with disabilities, this paper discusses the temporal trend shifts in such policies in postwar Japan. To this end, the paper is
structured into the following sections: the embryonic stage; the development stage; the adjustment stage; and the turning point.
This ultimate stage denotes the time of retrospection and of the development of a clear stance with regard to the institution of
policies for people with disabilities. Finally, the paper discusses policies for people with disabilities instituted in Japan before
2014. The study discovered that Japan's disability policy is based on the social circumstances that prevail at the time of its
formation. In addition, Japan’s biggest challenge is the realization of policies pertaining to the social assimilation of people

who have severe disabilities.

Keywords: policies for people with disabilities, embryonic stage, development stage, adjustment stage, turning point,

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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