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[Abstract]

This paper aims to study the establishment and development of the vocation placement service in colonial Korea. In the
1920s, Korea faced a serious unemployment issue as increasing number of unwaged individuals became concentrated in urban
areas. However, despite the severity of vocation hunting/employment in Korea, Employment Referral Law was still only
applied in Japan. The Japanese colonial empire, including in Korea, was excluded from the scope of the law because of
“different circumstances.” It is notable that some private organizations of vocational placement services, such as “Wako
Kyoen” (December 1, 1921) and “shakaihousikai” (January 1922), started their activities at that time. In the early 1940s, the
labor supply and demand was primarily conducted through an employment agency. It is important to remember the historical

fact that the agency regulated labor allocation and institutional arrangements in Korea.
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