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[Abstract]

[Purpose] This study reviewed research trends related to critical thinking in basic nursing education through a literature survey.

[Methods] Articles were collected from the Ichushi-Web, the Latest Nursing Index Web, and the Medical Online. The search
terms “‘hihanteki shiko,” “critical thinking,” and “basic nursing education” were used. Articles were then classified by year of
publication, nursing student year, lesson style, and learning activities.

[Results] Sixteen articles were extracted, and a relationship was found between nursing student year and lesson style. Three
articles focused on the lecture lesson style for first-year students. Of the five articles using classroom training, four of them
focused on second-year students. Two articles utilizing nursing clinical practice focused on third and fourth-year students.
Eleven articles addressed learning activities using group learning. For lectures and classroom training, it was reported that
scores of “objective and calm decision-making,” “the students’ attitudes to respect honesty toward others and attitudes that the
students’ should respect others,” “problem-solving skills,” “group discussion skills,” and “confidence in logical thinking” were
statistically significant. In terms of nursing clinical practice, “exchange of opinions” and “reflection” were used to promote
critical thinking.

[Discussion] These findings suggest an association between advancement of school year and lesson style for the acquisition of
critical thinking skills in nursing practice. Furthermore, findings suggest that group learning is an effective lesson style for

promoting these skills across different methods of teaching, including lecture, classroom training, and nursing clinical practice.
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