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[Abstract]

The main objective of this study is to explore Mitake Katsube's (1916-2005) theory of moral education, which
was developed from circa 1950 to 1958, and the influence of Tetsuro Watsuji's ethics on his theory.

First, this study elucidates that Katsube's theory was based on the following motifs. It promoted the
transformation from a family-based (gesellschaft) to a civil (gemeinschaft) society in response to the postwar
situation. Moreover, Katsube endeavored to sublate substantive and relative ethical life for absolute ethical life
under the influence of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel and the framework of Watsuji.

Second, this study reveals that Katsube emphasized the importance of a moral backbone as the source of
ethical life and embodies it as types of virtues.

Lastly, the study discusses the development of the theory of moral education and systematized moral values
(virtues) at the time of the establishment of the class of moral education in 1958,

By clarifying these issues, this article presents three findings as follows. Katsube's theory of moral education
was developed under the influence of Watsuji's ethics. Katsube then aimed to cultivate mind and action in moral
education, Finally, the systematization of moral values was based on historical methods and his thought of

human existence as absolute negativity or emptiness.
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