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[ Abstract)

Japan is able to be suffered from big disasters at any time because of frequency of
earthquakes. We compared the differences of ways to prevent infectional disease in
large natural disaster between two municipalities, Kumamoto City which have not been
suffered from big disasters, and Kobe City which had been suffered from Han-Shin
Awaji Earthquake disaster in 1995, by hearing to persons who manage the measures to
natural disaster. There were 3 differences between both cities. 1) Location of the
stored materials and its contents: Although in Kobe City a half of the stored materials
were distributed in all shelters, in Kumamoto City the stored places were physically
separated from the shelters. 2) Preparation of the recording formats in shelters: The
formats in Kobe City were contained more specific observational items than those in
Kumamoto City. 3) Preparation of public information to refuging persons: In Kobe City
the leaflets based on the experiences of earthquake were prepared for refuging persons,
however in Kumamoto City no leaflets were prepared. Although we must to re-consider
about the amount of stored water and foods in both cities, all measures in Kobe City
were exercised ingenuity based on the suffered experiences and could be able to be
referred for preventing infectional diseases. It must be important for long-term
prevention of infectional diseases to control the minor infection immediately after
suffered disasters. It is necessary to research concretely effects of the measures, which
we reviewed in the present study, as the ways for preventing infectional diseases.

Key words : large scale natural disasters, shelters, municipality, preventing infectional diseases,
stored materials
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